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Forricn PoLirics. 


Tne Sdr Sudhdnidhe, of. the 6th June, says that Government, 10 saz Supnampar 
The English Government and spite of its great diplomatic talent, is Often June Sth, 1887, 
pholeep Singh committing blundersin that way. Its convert- ees 
ing Dhuleep Sing into an enemy is an instance In point. Dhuleep Sing is 
»o much incensed against the English that he has not hesitated to for- 
sake his wife and children in order to be avenged upon them. 
9, The Sahachar, of the 8th June, characterises England’s fear of 9, “A7Ac#A® 
Russians in Central Asia. pect po een and makes the following pe aates 
(1). No fear need be entertained on account of Dhuleep Singh’s dis- 
fection. The Punjabis have apparently no sympathy with their ex-King 
and any distrusting of the loyal people of the Punjab by the Government 
may lead to serious consequences. Russia has evidently no designs on 
India—nay, she can have none. Let her come ever so near she will know 
perfectly well that to wrest India from the English, backed as the English 
are by a loyal population of 25 crores of Indians, will be no easy thing 
(2). Russia has extended her telegraph lines even to the bounda 
of Afghanistan. But there should be no cause for fear or dissatisfaction 
in this. Russia is perfectly justified in doing so within her own territories 
just as the English are at liberty to construct railways and telegraphs within 
their newly-conquered territories in Burma to the Chinese frontier 
(3). The Russian Government cannot be blamed if it be a fact that 
it has refused to allow a representative of the English Government iad 
correspondents of English newspapers to come to Central Asia Fe 
England has no right to send a representative to Central Asia Engl 2 
herself does not receive any foreign representative within her ossessi taste 
Africa or elsewhere. As for admitting a newspaper corres anfeat Rut ia 
has done extremely well by refusing to do so, forit is these seweener 
ve who create most miscbief and are at the bottom of every 
(4). Kirki has been captured by Russia. 
English? The place is denhad « long off the pe Daly oa ' ma 
Russia has, moreover, a right of suzerainty over the place is un i - 
The Afghans have acted most unjustly by making an attempt ms a yg 
progress of Russia in that direction. The English sa eo rye 
agate who on, Russia. But did they do so of "theit ve pinoy 
or were they incited to do so by so 2 1 
if — Seats are not seen ia thie “fais, cell aaa tit ed ey 
do). Russia intends to remov 
to Samarkend; and it matters little pai ye te eggs hyo ue Taek 
kend may be nearer the Afghan border than Taskend, but till th a. 
between it and the Afghan frontier is very great. § f Ch En oe 
concerned it is all thesame whether i thy Reston | ite li fn, acy vt 
6) in sukond Or is removed to Samarkend aoe ee ee 
(0). The failure of the Bo nal ) wi: 
anxiety. Itis a subject which ee ee oe pa rs 
te Amir get the boundary question settled with Russi pe, ang Mipeng 
The English should never interfere in Afghan politics = “yr ad sa 
of again falling into the net of Afghan troubles . pag t ri oe pagan 
8 nf Afghanistan may furnish Russia with sein for cuaine tee 
vie enkiel Auer It is beyond the power of England to drive Russia 
3. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 8th June : 
| » OL L , says that the throne of the 
Regen ok ee 
D suhy | ° : ae how w nis: 
jects are endeavouring to dethrone him, it is- possibie that tase bcd 
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June 9th 1887. 
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June 10th, 1887. 


( 614) 


be another disastrous war like the first and second Afghan wars, [; jg 
hoped that the English will not interfere in the affairs of Afghanistan, 

4. The Samaya, of the 10th June, sees the Amir’s own hand in the 
“Troubles in Afghanis present troubles in Afghanistan. The Ami: 

wants money from the English Governmen 
"7 on that account hit upon the plan of inciting his people againg 
imself. 

5. The same paper says that * the ga yr gy | belongs to the 

“re son of Runjit, it ought to be made over 
wr int him. What can the English gain by mt 
treating Dhulip Sing in this way? He is a petty prince after all, and 
Government should not concern itself so seriously about him and his 
movements. 

6. Referring to the Russian occupation of Kirki, a place situated 
on the northern border of Afghanistan, the 
Bangabdsi, of the llth June, remarks that it 
is Clear that the occupation of that place is the result of Russian intrigue. 
Kirki lies at a distance of 90 miles from Charjai, the nearest Russian out- 
post. Without previous concert it was impossible for Russia to receive news 
of the affray at Kirki on the very day it took place, and to send an army 
over that long distance and occupy the place also on the same day. It is 
believed that Russia has been seeking an opportunity for the last two 
months for occupying Kham-i-ab, and that she is on that account unwilling 
to come to terms with England about the settlement of the Afghan boun- 
dary. The occupation of Kirki is simply a move in the direction of the 
occupation of Kham-i-ab. Everything was preconcerted, the plan had been 
fixed, soldiers had been kept ready, and only a plea for occupation was 
wanting. | 


The Russian occupation of Kirki. 


II.—-Homs ADMINISTRATION. 


(a).—Police. 


7. The correspondent of the Charu Vadrid, of the 6th June, who in the 
next previous issue of that paper, had made 
a statement showing that the head-constables 
of police require much more money for their necessary expenses than what 
they receive from Government in the shape of salary, says that one means 
by which police officers raise money is taking Re. 1 to Rs. 4 for record- 
ing every complaint which is made tothem. There were, in 1885, 107,000 
cognizable cases, and supposing the police to have taken Rs, 2 on al 
average in each of those cases, the money illegally raised must have 
amounted to Rs. 20,14,000. The police also takes small sums varying 
from eight annas to one rupee in other cases, such at cow-stealing, assault, 
rioting. The total amount taken in such cases may be calculated 
Rs. 58,500. People have therefore to pay at least Rs. 2,50,000 a year 3 
illegal gratification to the police. ee 
8. The Suradhe and rae the 9th June, does not tes ts 

) | | esirable that public women shou 
ree ween 2 ee eet allowed to a8 in College Street. The 


police authorities should interfere in the matter, as it is quite withio their 
power to do so. 

9. The Pratikdr, of the 10th June, says that anarchy reigns % 
Debagram, a village in the Nuddea district. 4 
case of murder and a case of attempt at murder 
have already been reported. The Inspector of Police, Krishnagore, came 10 
investigate the case of murder. He finished his enquiry in half an hout. The 
enquiry has therefore brought nothing to light. The lives and property ° 


Illegal earnings of the police. 


A case of murder untraced. 
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the villagers have become insecure, The authoritics should look to the 
matter. 


The Dainile, of the 14th June, refers to the statement of the 
: Young Bengal newspaper that when the son 
The Banaghet police. of one Jaichand of village Simlapara in Rana- 
hat who was found lying dead on the roadside with marks of violence 
an his body, requested the Ranaghat police to enquire into the circum- 
stances of bis father’s death, the police said that no enquiry was necessary, 
and directed him to bury the corpse and asks, could there be a clearer 
proof than this of the worthlessness of the police? The authorities should 
‘mmediately enquire into the matter. 
11. The Gramodsi, of the 14th June, is glad that tie Deputy Com- 
missioner of Calcutta has passed an order 
Publio women in College Street, directing the removal of public women. from 
peu - College Street. The Deputy Commissioner 
this act, done great good to the country. 
iy . A jecmapeadeas z the Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 14th 
June, asks the authorities to establish a police 
Police outposts at Barasat and oytpost at Barasat, a place situated between 
eae the villages of Khir Pai and Radhanagar 
and at Chhattraganga, situated to the north of Chandrakona. There was 
an outpost at the last mentioned place, and its abolition has been attended 
with an increase of thefts in the village. Barasat is a lonely place, and is 
in urgent need of a police outpost. 


(b)— Working of the Courts, 


18. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 7th June, is glad that Government 
has conferred the full powers of a Sessions 
Judge on SBaboo Brajendra Kumar Sil. 
Government deserves to be thanked for doing this act of justice. 

14. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 8th June, says that the affidavit 
sworn against the Munsif of Sivganj has been 
proved to be true. The people are sick of 
the Munsif. Government ought to transfer him to some other place. 

I5. The Maldah correspondent of the same paper says that the 

7 _ _Munsif of Maldah called a pleader “ imperti- 

tate of anit and the Deputy Magis- nent,” but afterwards asked his pardon. Such. 

things are of daily occurrence. The Munsif 

takes too much time to decide cases, and the delay tells on the purse and 

lume of the suitors. He strikes off cases in order to clear his file in spite 

of the presence of the parties in his court. The Deputy Magistrate, Baboo 
Janaki Nath Mozumdar, does not pay for his articles of food when on tour. 

16. The Surabhi and Patdékd, of the 9th June, is glad that Govern- 
ment has conferred the powers of a Sessions 
Judge on Baboo Brajendra Kumar Sil of 
Bankoora. No one is more fit than he is to exercise those powers. 

17. The Samaya, of the 10th June, wishes to see the Deputy Magis- 
trate of Noagon properly punished if he is 
found guilty of the charges that bave been 


Baboo Brajendra Kumar Sil. 


The Munsif of Sivganj in Rajshahye. 


Baboo Brajendra Kumar Sil. 


Deputy Magistrate of N oagon. 


preferred against him. ; 
8. The same paper disapproves of the proposal of the Salaries Com- 

Ne Oth Gee mission to amalgamate the offices of Head 
It ia: Clerk and Sheristadar in the Mofussil Courts, 
‘8 impossible for a head clerk to properly discharge the duties of a sheristas. 


though @ sheristadar can at times do the work of a head clerk. It is 
ue that in 1862 the duties of head clerk and sheristadar in the Courts of 
agistrates were combined in the same officer, but then the Bengali part 
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of the sheristadar’s work had to be entrusted tothe Peshkar. So, it is cles, 
that the amalgamation of the two offices 18 _ impossible. Instead, therefore 
of amalgamating the two posts and appointing men on higher salaries to the 
combined charge, the Government will do well to increase the salaries of the 
present head clerk and sheristadar; for it is impossible to get really 
efficient work from an underpaid agency. | 

19. The Bangabdst, of the 11th June, says that the sentence passed 
by Mr. Luson, Sub-divisional Officer of 
Meherpore, in the fishing case has been set 
aside by the High Court, and the conduct of Mr. Luson in this case hos 
been sharply commented upon by the Judges. But mere commenting 
will not be a lesson to a man of Mr. Luson’s stamp. Sir Steuart. Bayley 
ought to make an example of this Nabab. Had thie been any other 
country, such a Magistrate would have received a lesson at the hands of 
the people themselves. But Indians are a quiet people, and it therefore 
behoves their rulers to put an end to these magisterial vagaries. | 

20. The Navavibhdkar Sddharani, of the 13th June, says that every one 
has remarked that the English Criminal law in 
India is becoming more and more rigorous, 
Many changes have been made in the criminal 
law during the last few years. There are now references to High Courts 
after acquittals by the jury, acquitted persons are now re-tried, sentences 
are enhanced, and offenders are summarily tried. The future historian of 
the English Empire will find the cause of its decline in this increased rigour 
of the English Criminal law. The English Government is startled to 
find any decrease in the number of convictions under any head. The 
decrease in the number of convictions under the head of offences against 
Public Justice since 1880 has made Government uneasy. For this reason 
a resolution and a circular have been issued directing Magistrates to see 
that such cases are well managed, that committing Magistrates appoint 
prosecutors in these cases, and that the prosecutors consult with the com- 
mitting Magistrates. It is true that such cases are not often properly con- 
ducted. But is it proper to increase the number of cases under chapter XI 
of the Penal Code by such means as these P With the increasing complexity 
of the Law of Evidence the number of pleaders and mukhtears is increasing, 
the examination of witnesses is becoming more and more severe, and false 
evidence is consequently becoming more and more frequent. In im- 
portant cases both parties have to make use of false evidence. Such being 
the case, if persons giving false evidence are prosecuted in all cases, the 
number of criminal Judges will have to be largely increased, and jails will 
become as large as towns. Common perjury must be overlooked in English 
law courts: and itis because the Judges have understood this that they 
feel disposed to prosecute only one out of a thousand perjurers. This 1 
why the number of cases relating to offences against public justice is 


decreasing. (e)—Jit : 
c)—Jails. | 


21. The Sakachar, of the 8th June, disapproves of the curtailment 
of jail expenditure as recommended by the 
Finance Committee. Reduction of jail 
expenditure by reducing the number of jails will lead to overcrowding 12 


The Meherpore fishing case. 


The rigour of English Criminal 
law. 


Curtailment of jail expenditure. 


jails: and overcrowding in jails will be morally bad for the convicts, 


will injure their health, and might lead to mutinies among them. As } 

expenditure, moreover, is comparatively small and is met, not by the 
Government Exchequer, but out of court revenue, Government 19 under 
no financial or administrative necessity whatever of reducing it. It is hardly 
desirable that Government should save money at the risk of the convicts 2 
the jails in order to spend it on war. | : ” 


( 617 ) 


(d)— Education. 


99. The Paridarshak, of the 4th June, says that, if astudent of the  Panipansaax 
rae Surma Valley wants to prosecute his studies °°“ ‘* 
Junior — in the Surma ‘after passing the Entrance examination, he 
ciel has to go either to Dacca or to Calcutta, and 
has to spend at least Rs. 15 a month for the purpose. The 44 successful 
students at the ast Entrance examination, who will get no scholarships, 
are too poor to be able to go on reading without some aid from Govern- 
ment. There are few men in Sylhet able to spend Rs. 15 a month on the 
education of their children. Is not Government therefore bound to help 
these boys to read? The Gowhati High School has been abolished, and 
there is no other school or college in Assam where higher education 
could be received. After the abolition of the Gowhati High School, it 
was ruled by the then Chief Commissioner that a genuine Assamese 
from Upper Assam, who should succeed at the Entrance Examination, would 
get a scholarship of Rs. 20 a month, and this scholarship would be conti- 
nued up to the B.A. examination, if he should succeed in passing the 
First Examination in Arts. This proved a great boon to the students of 
Upper Assam, but this arrangement had no reference to the Surma Valley. 
In those days not more than 10 or 12 boys passed the Entrance -Examina- 
tion from the Surma Valley, and the eight scholarships of the monthly value 
of Rs. 15 each, sanctioned for them, was considered sufficient. But they are 
not sufficient now when the number of passed boys has so largely increased. 
It would be idle, however, to expect that every one of the 52 successful 
candidates at the Jast Entrance Examination should get a scholarship. But 
it would not be unreasonable to propose that four scholarships, with Rs. 15 
each, should be given to the first four successful candidates, and 20 scholar- 
ships of Rs. 10 each should be given away among the rest. It is hoped 
that the authorities will attend to this subject. 
23. The Charu Varid, of the 6th June, thinks that the Netrokona  caaav vazra, 
| Middle English School should be raised to une 6th, 1887, 
Netrobene ia Momentnen, “W ** the status of a higher class English school. 
Netrokona is a large place and a school 
teaching up to the standard of the Entrance Examination, and placed under 
good management cannot but be a very useful institution. 
24. The same paper thanks Mr. Tawney for his proposal to hold the  C#asv Vaara. 
University examinations in winter. The 
stion’, Ctleutta University examin- following are the chief reasons why the pre- 
sent system should be changed :-— 


(I). Boys can study harder in winter. 

(2). Fatal diseases do not break out in winter. 

(3). Examiners can examine papers more carefully and satisfactorily 
in winter and can perform more work in a given time in 
that season than they can in summer. 

(4). The examinations can be finished in four or five days in the 
cold season. It will be a matter for regret if there should 
be any secret season for holding the examinations in 
summer. But examination should be held only for the 
benefit of students. It is therefore hoped that the 
authorities will earn the gratitude of the latter by holding 
the examinations in winter. .— 


25. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 7th June, thanks the District sonpwas sanstvamr, 
Board of Burdwan for its resolution to hold q June 7th, 1887. 


Re-eramination of th See ; 
the pathsalas of pe Be. si from re-examination of the candidates who appeared 


f at the late lower primary examination 
om the pathsalas of Kanchannogor. The Board is to be congratulated 
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RuNGporE DIK 
PRAKASH, 


June 9th, 1887. 
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June 10th, 1887. 
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on the independence it has displayed in the matter. Baboo Gopendy 
Chandra Mittra, Mr. Oldham, Magistrate of the district, and the Buropean 
medical member of the Board deserve thanks for the interest they bite 
taken in this matter. It was Baboo Gopendra Chandra, who first brought 
the irregularities in connection with the examination to the notice of the 
Sub-Committee on education appointed by the Board. 


26. A correspondent of the Garib and Mahavidya, of the 8th June 

contradicts the statements made in its issue 
of the 25th May, regarding the transfer of 
the Gabtoli Circle School. It appears from careful enquiry that the pundit 
does not deserve the strictures which have been made against him, Fp 
will derive no benefit himself from the transfer of the school. The place 
Gabtoli is surrounded on all sides by khalls and marshes, and boys have to 
attend the pathsala there for nine months in the year wading through mud 
and the daily attendance is therefore very small not exceeding seven or eight, 
There is no tank in the village for the supply of drinking water, and boys 
have therefore to feel great inconvenience in summer ; and the inhabitants of 
the place are churlish enough to deny them a glass or two of good drinking 
water when asked for. These are very good reasons for transferring the 
school. The gentleman who has accommodated the school with a room in 
his house also wants the room for his own use. So the school must be 
removed, 


27. The Rajshahye correspondent of the Rungpore Dikprakdsh, of 
the 9th June, says that out of 15 candidates 
at the last Bb. A. examination from the Raj- 
shahye College only five have passed. The result is therefore very unsatis- 
factory, Out of 33 candidates at the First Examination in Arts only 19 
have passed. This result is also unsatisfactory. These unsatisfactory 
results are owing to Mr. P. Mukerjie’s careless and lazy way of doing his 
work. 


98. The Samaya, of the 10th June, approves of the proposal of the 
Re-examination in the Calcutta Syndicate of the Calcutta University to hold 
University. a re-examination of the candidates who have 
failed at the last B. A. examination. The number of failures among 
those who took up the Science Course has been very large, and the unusual 
stiffness of the physical science paper accounts for such a result. The 
Syndicate ought to see that questions of a similar nature are not set at any 
future examination of the University. 


29. The Praja Bandhu, of the 10th June, says that the present system 
Difterent sorts of education for of education, while taking up much time and 
different clastes of students. costing much money, is not calculated to 
develop thinking. power, and to form and strengthen character. There 
should be one sort of education for those who seek knowledge, and another 
sort for those who study for the sake of money. But education of the 
same kind is given to all classes of students in the Indian universities. 
Roughly speaking, there are three classes of people in the country, the 
rich, the middle class, and the poor, and there should be three different 
sorts of education for these three classes. The rich should be taught 
literature and science, middle class people should receive such education a 
will enable them to earn money ; and the poor should be taught the indus 
trial arts. The writer waits to see whether Government adopts the 
scheme propounded by Messrs. Elliot and Pedler. 


30. The Sanjévant, of the 11th June, considers the present mode of 
selecting members for the Bethune Se 
Committee as defective. The members sho 
be chosen by election. There should be two Committees—one 


The Gabtoli Circle School in Dacca. _ 


The Rajshahye College. 


The Bethune School Committee. 
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‘ntending the School Department up to the fourth class, 
tems | SOP er looking after the at of the School Department and the 
4 e classes. As Hindu girls generally leave school before they are 
s nt to the fourth class in the School Department, the first Committee 
on consist of members of the Hindu and Brahmo communities, and of 
th ‘Christian community too, if need be. ‘lhe other Committee should also 
’ amed on a similar principle. Of the total namber of members in each 
Committee, two-thirds should be selected from among the guardians of girls, 
and one-third sould be nominated by Government. Care should also be 
taken that the Government nominees are men noted for their sympathy 

: education. 
wa 1. g consideration of the gradual physical and mental deterioration 
of Bengalis as a people, the same paper 
Boarding School for Bengalis in advises the establishment of two Boarding 
Darjeeling. Schools in Darjeeling for Bengali boys and 
ritls, The writer is authorised to say that Bengali parents will gladly send 
their children to such Boarding Schools. During the winter months the 
schools may be removed to some place near the Metropolis. 
99 The same paper says that text-books for the schools in Hastern 
Bengal are not carefully selected. As the 
Tho Central Text Book Committee and members of the Text-Book Committee are 
an a otherwise busily engaged, they have little 
time to devote to the examination of text-books as appears from the errors 
which still exist in some of the oldest text-books. Another drawback about 
the Committee is that its members are, all of them, men residing in Calcutta 
and its neighbourhood, whose popular dialect is somewhat different from 
the popular dialect of Eastern Bengal. It thus often happens that words 
and expressions, otherwise quite unobjectionable, are objected to by the 
Committee simply because they are not in popular use in Calcutta and its 
neighbourhood. Calcutta people have moreover a keen antipathy against the 
people of Eastern Bengal, and it is not known how far this feeling influences 
the Committee’s selection of text-books. It is therefore desirable that 
some gentleman from Eastern Bengal should have a seat in the Committee. 
Again the present Committee suffer from the defects of one-sidedness in its 
constitution, because all its members are men belonging to very nearly one 
and the same class or occupation. It is desirable that all classes should be 
equally represented in the Committee. 
80. The Bangabdsi, of the 11th June, is against holding the Univer- 
sity Examinations in the month of Pous. 
fone’ Ctleutt® University Examina- The cold months of Pous and Magh are the 
best for reading and study, and candidates 
ought to be allowed these two months to prepare themselves for the 
examination. It would be better to hold the examinations in the beginning 
of Falgun, when it is neither very cold nor very warm. Jt is not also good 
(o hold an examination for ten or twelve days together. 
34. A correspondent of the Dainik, of the 12th June, complains of 
Minor Scholarship Examination in the unfair means adopted by students at the 
7. Minor Scholarship Examination held in- the 
Calcutta Normal School premises. The candidates managed to get answers 
written for them by outsiders. The Inspector should look to this matter 
and see that these examinations are in future conducted with greater care. 
85. The Som Prakdsh, of the 18th June, says that, in the scheme of 
rite educational scheme of Messrs. Education propounded by Messrs. Elliot and 
ant Fodiee. Pedler, no provision is made for law studies. 
Messrs, Elliot and Pedler probably do not know that natives learn English 
chely with the view of being able to earn money. It is therefore 
necessary that there should be in all schemes of education intended for 
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this country ample facilities for students for entering some of the learned 
professions, such as Law, Medicine, &c. The- present rule requirin 
students of law to attend lectures in that subject for three years should be 
abolished, and. students of law should be allowed to appear at the B. L 
examination either after attending one year’s lectures, or upon paying 
3 years’ fees. : 
36. The Dacca Gazette, of the 13th June, thanks the Principal of the 
es ies iokiibies ee Art School for opening two Classes 
or giving instruction in wood-carving 4nd 
Jiligree work free of charge. 
o7. The Gramvdasi, ge 14th June, or that the University 
The Calc niversity Exami- -Xamination, instead of being held in De. 
a a cember as before, should be held in the first 
week of March. 
38. The same paper entirely approves of the scheme of education 
The proposals of Messrs. Elliot ana Propounded by Messrs. Elliot and Pedler, and 
Pedler. waits to see what action Government takes 


in regard to it. 


(c)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


389. The Paridarshak, of the = June, age rg) od proceedings of 
oe a public meeting held by the rate-payers of 

wii nas Reser steintiel the Sylhet Municipality. Two i 
were adopted at that meeting. The first resolution runs thus:—“That 
in the opinion of this meeting there is at present no need for the supply 
of filtered or pipe water in this town, and that this meeting heartily 
approves of the conduct of the Municipal Committee in opposing the pro- 
posal of the Local Government on this subject.” The second resolution 
runs thus:—* That the meeting warmly approves of the resolution of the 
Municipal Commissioners in support of the existing system of taxation in 
this town, and that they strongly disapprove of the proposed scheme for 
introducing a system of taxation according to the annual value of hold- 
ings.” 

Though the system of Local Self-Government has been introduced 
into the Sylhet Municipality, it cannot work well on account of the com- 
plete indifference of Mr. Ward, Chief Commissioner of Assam, to the 
interests of the municipality. The present condition of the municipality 1s 
most deplorable. The Commissioners ought to retire if they cannot work 
in an independent spirit et this critical time; and if they retire people 
will like to see what measures are adopted by Government for the better 
working of the municipality. 

40. The Chdruvdrtd, of the 6thJune, says that the Mymensingh Munt- 
cipality has raised the municipal rates, 
but the rate-payers have obtained no com- 
pensating advantages. The water in the drains is obstructed, and thus go 
on stagnating. Aftera shower the roads are covered with mud. The 
municipal authorities are requested to remove the grievances of the rale- 

ayers. 

Js 41. <A correspondent of the Samaya, of the 10th June, complains of - 

re . - want of a dispensary in some place within : 
ere ie ONeeeee Cee jurisdiction of thana Syampur, and requés 

the members of the Local Board established in this part of the country” 

personally inspect the condition of the roads and tanks in the locality. iad 


The Mymensingh Municipality. 


42. The Gram Vast, of the 14th June, blames the District 


ictal of Howrah for undertaking to stand guarantee 
leumheureh aes to the extent of Re, 22,000 for the construe 
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of a tramway in that district, and for allotting so small a sum as 
Rs, 2,000 for the construction of roads in the Ulluberia sub-division. 
Now the chances of the tramway line being worked at a profit are ver 
sll, and the Board will probably have to suffer loss on this account. f 
re line is thought likely to be profitable, why do not pundit Mohesa 
Teendre Nyarutna, Baboo Ambica Charan Bose, and others, who are 
members of the Board, rer guarantee for it. The Board has done wrong 
‘neurring this responsibility. 
Bg m3. A ccsteianwediitel of the Dainik, of the 14th June, contradicts 
: the charge of mismanagement of municipal 
affairs brought by another correspondent 
against the present Vice-Chairman of the Baranagore Municipality. 
44, A correspondent of the Datntk, of the 16th June, asks the 
Vice-Chairman of the Santipore Municipality 
to construct a bathing gh&t in the river at 
that place for the convenience of the public. The municipality has an 
income of Rs. 22,000 per annum, and it ought to be able to build a ghat, 
A man was crushed to death last year by a portion of the river bank falling 
on his head. 


The Baranagore Municipality. 


A Bathing Ghat in Santipore. 


(7).—Railways and communications including Canals and Irrigation. 


45, The Sahachar, of the 8th June, says that prompt steps should 
be taken to construct the Nagpur Railway, 
and to carry a line to Puri from Panchpara on 
the Nagpore line. The construction of the two railways should not take 
more than two years. The cost of the Puri Panchpara line will not probably 
exceed two crores of rupees. Both Lord Dufferin and Sir Steuart Bayley 
have expressed grief at the death of so many pilgrims to the shrine 
of Jagannath. Indians would, however, have felt more grateful to them if 
their grief had found expression in something more really consoling and 
tangible than words. 
46. The Bangabds?, of the 1lth June, says that arrangements have 
Satis es been made for connecting Bengal with the 
| Central Provinces by means of a railway. 
But there would have been no harm if this had not been done. The East 
Indian Railway carries passengers to and from Nagpore vi@ Jubbulpore. 
But English trade will benefit by the opening of this new line, and the 
English mail will be carried by it to Bombay in a comparatively shorter 
lime; and so it is considered necessary to open this line. But there is 
No intention to Open a railway to Puri because such a railway will only 
benefit Hindu pilgrims. 
A branch line from the Nagpore Railway to Puri will not cost much. 
The Nagpore Railway is under construction. There will be a station at 
Panchpara, The length of a railway line from Panchpara to Puri will 
not exceed 231 miles, This line, if constructed, will prove advantageous to 
Hindus all over India. } | 
Panchpara is 882 miles to the east of Nagpore, so if a line is con- 
stashed from Panchpara to Pari, the Hindu population of Bombay will 
7 little difficulty in visiting Puri. And as Puri lies at a distance 
“ 2415 miles from Sitarampore, Assensole and Barakar, a line from Panche- 
bara to Puri will prove advantageous to pilgrims from Bengal, the North- 
: ore Provinces and the Punjab. A line from Mogulserai to Puri 
=~ d have necessitated the construction of 502 miles of railway. - Thus: 
1) constructing a line from Nagpore a considerable distance will 3 saved, 
= such a line will not exceed 281 miles, A line from Panchpara to 
4: will not have to cross many rivers or rivulets, and only one large: 
3¢ will have to be constructed near Naraj over the river Mahanuddy.. 


A railway line to Puri. 
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A train after crossing the bridge and running past the coal mines of Talche, 
will meet the Nagpore Railway at Panchpara beyond Sambalpore. 


There is a large stock of coal at Talcher. After providing fuel f,, 
the Nagpore and Puri lines, enough surplus will be left for driving , 
profitable trade. This is no small inducement. The line will also attrag 
considerable trade in other articles. But, financial considerations apart, the 
construction of a railway line to Puri is rendered imperative with a view 
of affording security of life and property to the vast pilgrim masses tha 
visit the shrine of Jagannath every year. 


Railway lines have been constructed in all directions for the benefit of 
Europeans and of their trade. The interests of natives of India have beep 
sacrificed to the interests of Europeans. A railway line to Puri will be 
hailed with delight by 16 crores of Hindus, for it will lessen their dangers 
and difficulties, and put an end to their sorrows and fears. There can be 
no doubt that Government ought to spend 2 or 8 crores for the benefit of 
the people, or tiey will fail in their duty as rulers to the ruled. <A railway 
to Puri will be finished within two years. Will England fail to 


accomplish in India in two years what Russia accomplishes in two weeks in 
Central Asia? 


47, The Som Prakash, of the 13th June, approves of the proposal 


| | of the Lndian Mirror newspaper to construct a 
ee oe _ railway to Puri for the convenience of the 
very large number of pilgrims who visit that place every year. 


48. The Dacca Gazette, of the 13th June, is at a loss to account 
b eiienta tat for the indifference of Government in the 


matter af constructing a railway line to Puri. 


The recent disaster makes it an indispensable duty of the Government to 
commence work at once. 


(h)— General. 


49. The Bhdratbdst, of the 4th June, observes that many people 


, think that dals are not presents: But the 

otecePtance of dalis byGovernment judgement of many officials is perverted by 
accepting dalis. Those who can please an 

official with grateful present of articles of food gain their object without 
delay. Should not then this dali be considered as being a bribe? Does 
not a dali lead to the sacrifice of justice? An eligible candidate fora 
post often fails to obtain it if he cannot please the official who 
bestows it by presenting him with a dali, and an unworthy candidate 
obtains it by giving him a dalz. The Rungpore Deer Case has shown that it 
is sometimes necessary to please big officials by lending them the use of 
elephants, horses, carriages, &c., and that the man who fails to do so has 
to suffer in consequence. The delicate business of offering presents is often 
transacted with the memshaheb, and it is therefore difficult to obtain proofs 
about it. Government should therefore adopt stringent measures to put dowa 
the official practice of accepting dalis and other presents. Government has 
itself created this evil by allowing big officials to encourage sycophants 
and flatterers. Government makes a fatal mistake by allowing itself to be 
guided by the counsels of sycophants and flatterers in the administration of 
the country, and by rejecting in a disdainful manner such sound advice as 
respectable men, sincerely wishing the permanence and the prosperity of the | 
Empire, offer to it. The truth that is spoken by honest native newspapers 
sounds unpleasant in the ears of Anglo-Indians and of the Governmett. 
It is no wonder that men accustomed to hear fulsome flattery should fal 


to discern their own faults. It is no wonder that truth is disregarded by 
such men. 
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‘v4 Vartd, of the 6th June, says that there was no Arms 
= Act before the time of Lord Lytton. But 
_—* was any English fort plundred by the people 
- was there any popular rising before that time? Is it therefore to be 
jsed that, with the diffusion of education, the desire to create political 
oo and confusion is growing in the minds of the people, so that there 
‘ no means of protecting the empire except by keeping an Arms Act in 
force? History furnishes no parallel to the manner in which Indian loyalty 
has been rewarded by the English. Wil) not the Arms Act be repealed ? 
Vill not the stigma on the character of the people of India implied in the 
continuance of that Act be removed ? 


Fl. The Sarsudhdnidhi, of the 6th June, says that Englishmen are 
not feared by natives as before. Govern- 
ment should adapt its policy to the new 
state of things. If it follows a policy of terrorism, great mischief will be 
produced. 


52. The same paper says that most administrative measures of 
the Government are of a mischievous tendency, 
because they are adopted in ignorance of the 
real condition of natives. The salt tax was reduced by Lord Ripon under 
the erroneous impression that the tax at its former rate was a hardship to 
the poor. But the loss of revenue caused by the reduction of the salt-tax 
has necessitated the imposition of the income-tax. The outstill system is 
another instance in point. It has been introduced by Government in the 
belief that cheap liquor must be necessary to Indians because it is necessary 
to ill-clad Englishmen subjected to the rigours of the English climate. 


53. Burdwau Sanjivant, of the 17th June, complains that Govern- 
ment evinces to desire to reduce the cost of 
litigation in this country. The people are 
really so unfortunate that, though the evils of the expensive judicial 
administration now in existence have been pointed out by so high an 
authority as the late Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court, Government 
still keeps itself as indifferent in the matter as ever. Though ready to 
assist Manchester at a considerable sacrifice of revenue and to waste money 
on fanciful projects. Government cannot consent to a reduction being 
elected in the cost of litigation for fear of suffering a trifling loss of 
revenue. In the Administration Report for the year 1885-86, the late 
Lieutenant-Governor noticed an increase of the revenue derived from the 
sale of stamps. But little did he think of the process, as cruel as the 
sucking of men’s blood, by which that income had been obtained. Sir 
Steuart Bayley is a large-hearted man and there will be much chance of the 
popular demand in this respect being granted in his reign, if only the 
people know how to set about the business in right earnest. 


04, The same paper says that the late Lieutenant-Governor’s characteri- 
Government and the native press,  %4t10n of the criticisms made in native news- 


7 papers regarding public officers and their doings 
43 unjust and malicious, is calculated to increase official highhandedness 


in the mofussil, Characterisations of this sort have given rise to the belief that 
‘he writers in the native press are distrusted by Government, and so the just 
“iicisms of that press are disregarded. Government probably thinks that 
's officials in the mofussil are gifted with all sorts of accor plishments. 

ut the fact is, that those officials are mostly very inferior men. Govern- 
ment should therefore bear in mind that its attempts to snub the vernacular 
Press are calculated to make its own officials in the mofusil, more lawless 
and tyrannical than they have hitherto been. 


Government and natives. 


Mischievous Governmental measures. 


Cost of litigation. 


CHARUVARTA, 
June 6th, 1887. 


Sar SUDHANIDHI, 
June 6th, 1887. 


Sar SUDHANIDHI. 


BURDWAN SaNJIVANI, 
June 7th, 1887. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI. 


( 624 ) 


_sanact, 55. The Sahachar, of the 8th June, referring to the pro 
une 8th, 1087, eduction of the number of Yeduce the number of Judges in the 
Judgeships in the Calcutta High High Court, says that, if the ny 
Court. holidays which that Court now 
reduced and the Judges are made to work harder than at pregey 
it, will be perfectly feasible to reduce the number of High Court J ey 
ships. | 
Roxoras Dig 56. The Diohatta correspondent of the Rungpore Dikprakdsh, of 
June 9th, 1887. , ! the 9th June, says that the local post office 
Jie hee been burnt down it the pan Bengali 
month of Choitra, and much inconvenience i 
consequently felt. A local gentleman has for the present accummodated the 
post office in his own house. If the Government constructs a puceg 

crecrone Dig Dullding for the post office all fear of fire will be removed. 


PRAKASH. 57. The same correspondent complains of the ravages of tigers at 


3 cs Nageswari, a village in Rungpore. The 
ee people have become greatly alarmed. The 
authorities should attend to the matter. 
SAMAYA, 


pcs ek 58. The Samaya, of the 10th June, says that the report of the Finance 
The Finance Committee. Committee rs not yet out. But it appears 
from what is known about it, that itis 
the poor native servants of Government who have been deprived of bread, 
and that Government, out of its great partiality for high education, has 
curtailed even its small educational allotment. 
SaMAYA. 59. The same paper asks the Lieutenant-Governor not to place 
a SR much reliance on what Messrs. Beames and 


Halliday may say on the subject of the 
Burdwan adoption. Baboo Banbihari’s son cannot be adopted by the 


young Maharani for the simple reason that the adoption of a child whose 
father was in his turn a foster child is against the Hindu law. Baboo 
Banbibari was a foster son of the old Maharajah Mahtab Chand. 
60. The same paper gy that bP agp otal ought to see that the 
| tule requiring grogshops in Calcutta to be 
—_ closed at 9 As “ strictly enforced. The 
police should not be entrusted with the duty of enquiring into the matter. 
Government may, by making an independent enquiry, ascertain for itself 


that wine is sold in these shops all night, although their gates appear to be 
closed after 9 p.m. 3 


posal to 
Calcutta 
mber of 


Enjoys jg 


DuusKerv. 61. The Dhumketu, of the 10th June, says that a rumour is abroad that 


June 10th, 1887. e ° . ° 
a en Mr. Beames is thinking of retiring from the 


service. Ifthe rumour be correct, Govert- 
ment should not allow Mr. Beames to retire before he has properly expiated 
for the offences which have been charged to him. Let not Mr. Beames 
think of eluding that justice which the impartial Sir Steuart Bayley is sure 
to mete out to him. 
Epvcation Gazerte, 62. The Education Gazette, of the 10th June, does not approve of 


oe The loss of the Sir John Lawrence. the Statesma . ee er's suggestion oe 
passenger ships should not be allowed to leave 

the port for two or three weeks io the stormy months of May and October. 
Tt will not be wise to prevent pilgrims from visiting Puri during the 504 
Jatira ceremony. Government should, however, make a law preventilg 
captains of ships from putting to sea during a storm, or when a storm © 
imminent. The construction of a railway to Puri will, however, remove 
all dangers and difficulties. The project lately mooted regarding the 
construction of a railway to Puri has dropped on account of want of fands. 
But a railway to Puri will become a profitable concern. The pilgrims who 
visit Puriin large numbers will contribute largely towards making. the 


=. -— "* *s 
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railway & paying business, and trade will furnish no inconsiderable quota to the 
earnings of the line. The estimates made some time ago of the probable 
receipts and disbursements of a railway to Puri showed that a railway, if 
constructed, would pay. If the Government cannot undertake the work, 
some private company should be invited to take it up. But whoever the 
arty that takes the work 1° there can be no doubt that a railway to 
Puri should be constructed before other railways are taken in hand. 


63, A correspondent of the same paper says that, as the farmers of fpvcation Gazerre, 


pounds offer a reward of two pice for each 
cow brought to them, some idle people are 
earning their livelihood by secretly bringing away cows from the place where 
they are kept. One uniform fine of five annas is also levied for both cows and 
calves, and one anna is charged for every day a cow remains in a pound. 
And yet no shed is constructed for cows, and cows are not sufliciently fed. 
The authorities are requested to construct sheds for cows, and to put up a 
signboard in large letters in a conspicuous part of the shed prohibiting 
the giving of rewards for bringing in cows, stating rates for cows 
of different ages and for different days, and directing that cows should be 
properly fed. 
64, The Praja Bandhu, of the 10th June says that the Court of Wards 
Ranj Hemantakumari andthe Court i8 a terrible blood-sucking machine. It is 
of Wards. beside itself with joy when a young widow 
orayoung boy becomes sole proprietor of a zemindary. It loves to suck 
the blood of young widows and orphans. The Board of Revenue is now 
eager to suck the blood of Hemantakumari, the youog daughter-in-law 
of Maharani Sharatsundari. It will be a matter of deep regret if the estate 
of Hemantakumari is placed under the Court of Wards, and_ if she is 
obliged to await the pleasure of the Board even for trifling sums of money. 
The English Government has in this manner caused the untimely death 
of many rich ladies and devoured their estates. No nation does so much 
wrong in the name of justice as the English. | 
65. The Sanjtvant, of the 11th June, publishes a letter professing to 
be written by a gentleman who is travelling 
in Assam, and who has personally witnessed 
the treatment to which coolies are subjected in that place. Tne corres- 
pondent has visited the Tikak coal mine, and the following is the description 
he gives of what he has seen there: Hindu as I am, I was in that place 
reminded of the description of hell, I had read in the Sastras, and I 
thought that hell, in all its horrors was lying before me, and that I was 
myself one of its inhabitants. Low heavy sounds were heard on all sides, 
deep sighs of sorrow and groans of agony. n entering the place, with 
alight, 1 saw a number of persons reduced to skeletons. Some of them 
had loads on their heads, some had lights in their hands, some were armed 
with spades for digging out coal, but all were speechless, not daring 
. utter even one word—quailing with fear lest the canes of the emissaries 
Fitte should take the skin off their backs which bore deep marks of the 
= m felt a desire to enter into @ conversation with them, and asked 
mn of them how he was doing. He answered in a feeble voice :—Oh! 
agony! the misery ! it is simply unbearable ! 
What ails you ?P—I asked. : 
i. rp A came into this mine in the morning, and I will have to work 
ul nightfall, During all this time I get only ten minutes’ time 


to 
ae It is only 


Cattle-pounds. 


Coolies in Assam. 


aug But it is not every day that I can manage to eat. 
- ays on which I work near the mouth of the mine, that I can get 
te morsels to eat; on other days I have to take my meal in the 
within Yesterday I had no meal at ‘all. For as I was working far 

a the mine, when the bell sounded the hoor for meal, then who were 
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working nearer the mouth went out with the lights leaving us in the Jurct 
At last when I managed to procure the lights and was about to get oy of 
the mine the work-bell rang and we had to begin work again. 


Q.—How much coal are you required to dig? 
Cooly.—Two-cartfuls (each cart containing about 10 or 12 maunds of 


Q.—If you fail P 

Cooly.—Off goes the skin from our backs. 

Q.—W hat is your pay? 

Cooly.—Eight rupees. 

Q.—If so, you are well off. 

Cooly.— Well off! Baboo ! I have got four children and have to by 
tice at tbree rupees a maund. | | : 


- There are besides four Sundays on which we get no wages not to 
speak of the salamis which must be paid to the Babus. We work very hard 
and can manage to live some how if only we can get sufficient food to eat, 

Q.— Where is your place of birth ? oe 

Cooly.—Bankura, = © 

Q.—How many of you left for the mine? 

Cooly.—Sixty. | 

Q.—How many out of the sixty still remain ? 

Cooly.—Sixteen. © o | 

Q.— What bas become of the rest ? 

Cooly.—Don’t know. , 

Q.—How many coolies work here ? 

Cooly.—Four hundred. 

Q.—Are all these sufferings yours only or your women’s too ? 

Cooly.—No distinction is made here between man and woman and 
every one is beaten alike. If you will enquire you will find the marks of 
the cane on every back. I removed the cloth from the back of a cooly and 
saw a cane mark about the breadth of a finger. 

Q.—Do you get your pay regularly ? | 

Cooly.—No Sir. We get our rice from the Company and its price is 
deducted from our pay. We low people, do not understand accounts. 
In some month, we get 2 rupees and in others, we get nothing at all. 

- These coolies are made to work so hard that they can scarcely get more 
than half an hour’s time for recreation during the day. Some again do not 
get more than 10 or 12 minutes for this purpose. It is impossible to eat 
a meal within so short a time, Most of the coolies are night—blind. Hard | 
labour and spare diet account for this. The coolies are made. to work til 
nightfa//. ‘But as faras written forms are concerned, every thing appear 
to be going on rightly. The day’s work ought to close at 5 o'clock. Bu 
there is no 5 o’clock before dusk. The coolies can not take rest at night. 
As they do not get coal for the cooking, they must procure firew 
from the jungle, and water from far off places. Their blindness prevents 
them from doing this, They are thus obliged to live on uncooked. 80 
parched rice. The disease which they generally suffer from is dysentery. 
Sixteen Coolies live huddled up in one small room. This if done in Sirojut- 
Dowlah’s time would have been called by Englishman a Black Hole af. 
In the Lither and Tikak coal mines out of 400 coolies 187 -coolies de 
within the year 1886. Thus the percentage of deaths was about 34%. 
It is said that in order to hide the real mortality in a mine, the. clerks a2 
mohurirs make use of the trick of marking as “escaped ” coolies who bat 
really died of diseases, Are the laws framed by Government mere WOr®: — 
Cannot a mine, where the death-rate is so high as 34°25 per cent., be closed 
by law? What, again, is the meaning of the continual escape of 


coal). 
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e mines? No man who has the slightest hope of life left in him can 
rou ye facing the dangers which attend escape of this kind. Escaping 
by rail leads to detection and punishment, flight through the forest means 
falling into the mouths of ferocious animals. And yet the coolie runs away ! 
Will this thing be never enquired into? Will no means be devised to 
make the lot of the cooly a little less miserable ? : 

66. A correspondent of the same paper thus answers the points which 
: have been raised by the Statesman and the 
ceadedeant nr apecets Samaya, regarding the management of the 


Putea estate :-— 


(1). The Statesman newspaper speaks of the existence in the estate 
of two parties, one of-which is opposed to the succession 
of the Rani Hemantakumari. But the fact is that there are 
no such parties. 

The question of the age of the Rani is not yet settled. 

Her parents say that she is not a minor, but it appears 
from her husband’s will that she is. And her husband's 
statement in the willis based on the statement of her 
parents made at the time of her marriage. 

The Statesman newspaper's insinuation about the hostile 
attitude of the Magistrate and the Commissioner of 
the district towards the Rani, is groundless. 

(4). The statement made by the same newspaper that the Magis- 

trate summoned the Rani.to his court is also false. 

The Magistrate, in the first place, passed no order summoning 
the Rani. It was the Commissioner who asked Baboo 
Girischandra Lahiri whether the Rani could have any 
objection to come to Beuleah, in order that the Magistrate 
might call on and examine her there. And the Baboo 
said she could have no objection whatever, and himself 
brought the Rani to her Beauleah residence, 


(5). The statement made by the Statesman, that Mr.. Lowis, 
- Commissioner of Rajshahye has been induced to take up a 
hostile attidute towards the Rani, at the instance of: his 
Personal Assistant, and of the Government Plender Baboo 
Mahendro Nath Sannyal, is also false. The writer is 
really grieved, to see such statements made by, such a paper 

as the Statesman. Mee Pan 

67. The Bangabdsi, of the Bite June, says shes the Vout of Wards 

sags doing «more harm than good. And the 
pe Gen ete harm is done by the nature of the education 
which the Court imparts to its wards. It is a throughly anglicising education, 
and it only enables its recipients to dance, and dine, ‘and sing, and ride, and 
dress, and drink, like mera and unfits them for the performance of 
their duties as Rajahs, Maharajahs, and zeminders. Their. education makes 
them prodigal, and ‘that is why they run into bebt. The burden 
of indebtedness now rest heavily upon such a splended State as Dholepore, 
whose Chief is experiencing the evil effects of the mischievous education he 
received during his minority. And the chances are ten to one that the 
aharsja of Cooch Behar will one day be reduced to the same. miserable 
condition as the Chief of Dholepore.. The education these princes have 
received has turned their heads, and in so far the noble and benevolent 
intentions of the Court of Wards liave been frustrated. 

68. The same paper says that scarcity of water has of late been felt 
Scarcity of waterat Simla s(‘<i‘=sé*é“«éa SY SM during the summer months. For- 
ie hen merly the people there used to drink spring 

'. But with increase of population, spring water failed to meet the 
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full demand, and it become necessary for Government to construct two | 
reservoirs of water. Five or six years ago Mr. A. O. Hume, then Chaim’, 
of the Simla Municipality, saw that two reservoirs were insufficient and 7 
proposed to construct a third reservoir. But the Municipal Commissions 
rejected his proposal on the plea of want of funds. But just at that in 
a Town Hall was erected by the same Municipal Commissioners at a Ph 
derable outlay for the purpose of providing the Eurpean residents of Siml, 
with a place for amusement. The other day a fire broke out in Chota Sink 
bazar and all the houses were burnt down, but there was no water t, 
extinguish the fire. Mr. Goade the Chairman of the Municipality, was 
present on the spot, and the fire could have been extinguished if he had 
permitted the use of hydrant water for the purpose. But he feared thay if 
water was used for the purpose of putting out the fire, the inhabitants of 
Simla would get no water to drink on the following day. But if there ;; 
such scarcity of water in Simla, why are so many native clerks taken up 
there > suffer tbe hardship arising from an insufficient supply of drinking 
water : 
69. The Dainik, of the ps June, has ey that Government wil 
| send a report to the Government in England 
The Excise Policy of Government. defendin ‘ts Txcise policy. But a 
justification can it plead for its attempt to increase drunkenness in the 
— by means of outstills? Does it mean to befool the Home Govern- 
mentr 
70. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 12th June, says all mass meetings 
in this country are of opinion that the 
oppression of coolies in Assam will cease if 
a Commission is appointed to enquire into their condition. But the fact 
is that Commissions will fail to do anything in this direction. The con- 
dition of coolies may be improved by ii the work of inspection in 
Assam with strictness and regularity, by compelling planters to make their 
monthly payments to coolies in the presence of a Government officer and 
on a fixed day in every month, by making those officers of Government 
receive on that day any complaints which coolies may have to make, and 
send up those complaints to higher authorities, by punishing all real 
delinquents, and by furnishing the public, on payment of a certain fee, with 
copies of those complaints. If all these duties cannot be performed by the 
same officer, they may be distributed among his subordinates. But 
it oy by means like these that cooly oppression in Assam can be 
ut down. : 
j 71. The Som Prakdsh, of the 18th June, is sorry to fiad Mr. Gough 
Mr, A. E. Gough before the Public stating in his evidence before the Public 
Service Commission. Service Commission that natives are unlit 
to be trusted with professorships in colleges. But.why should a native be 
unfit to do a Professor’s work? The native has been educated by such men 
as Mr. Gough himself, and if he is still unfit to hold a Professorship, bs 
unfitness must be the result of either some inherent defect of his ow? 
or of the inefficiency of the teaching he receives from his European teachers. 
But there is still the fact that colleges entirely professored by natives are 
able to achieve good results at the University examinations, and the Presi- 
dency College itself has native professors whose ability and efficiency ® 
professors are not questioned. At this very moment a young native Bay 
man is lecturing in Philosophy in the place of Mr. Gough himself, WY 
then this narrowminded denunciation of native professors P 
72. The same paper thinks that Government ought to set apart = 
iia err ar place near the Suburbs of Calcutta for the ree 
we oe dence of public women. Some such measut’ 
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+s necessary in order to save the morals of native students who have already 
contracted the habit of frequenting brothels. The removal of public women 
fom College Street by order of the Deputy Commissioner is sure to do 
to that neighbourhood. ne 
73. The Navavibhdkar Sdédhdrani, of the 13th June, says that 1n- 
wsion of Baboo Bishin justice has been done to Baboo Bishun 
chuuler Dutts Chunder Dutt, Officiating Postmaster-General 
of Behar, by the appointment over his head of Mr. Groves, who is his 
junior in the service by many years, as Deputy Postmaster-General of Kast 
Bengal. There are few officers in the Postal Department so able as Baboo 
Bishun Chunder Dutt. But his dark skin has been an obstacle in the way 
of his promotion. This is not the first time that he has been superseded 
by Englishmen. " be ae 
74. The same paper cannot say what Government will do in 
Mr. Beames’ case. It probably wants to screen 
him ; otherwise it would by this time have 
made known its intention in the matter. Government may try hard to make 
it appear that Mr. Beames is innocent, but the public will not believe that 
he is innocent. Mr. Beames’ borrowing of money from Babu Umesh 
Chunder Mundal admits of no defence, for the Babu is not only an inhabit- 
ant of Chinsura, but has also zemindaries at Balasore. __ 
75. A correspondent of the Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 14th 
| | June, says that there ought to be a police out- 
ni Police outpost and a bridge at ost at the village of Bakar Gh&t, a place 
surrounded by water on two sides and very 
dangerous to approach, as violent deaths are occasionally reported from the 
village. There should also be a bridge at Bukar Ghat. | 
76. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the want of 
er aS a post office and of an upper primary school at 
school in Garbetta, FSC Some place between the villages of Goaltod 
and Pingbui, in the Garbetta sub-division, 


Mr. Beames’ case. 


in the district of Midnapore. 
77. The Daintk, of the 14th June, says that the late storm did 


: not burst suddenly in the Saugor. The Port 
Bay Fort Officers and the late dis- Qfficers had considerable time to take pre- 


cautionary weasures. Many believe that, if 


they had kept themselves prepared beforehand, the disaster would not have 
een so heavy; and there would surely have been no disaster if the 
Captain of the Sir John Lawrence had been prevented from going out to 
sea. If the existing port law does: not empower the Port authorities to 


prevent ships from going out to sea in the face of stormy weather, it should 
be amended without delay. 


78. The same paper says that, as usual, the Secretary of State tried. 
to throw dust in the eyes of the Members of 


Ca tai ’ ee NAH ~% Ge ie | 
Boon fn i 8 petition to the the House of Lords in the watter of the 


petition of Captain Hearsey against the 


yiceroy’s refusal to sanction the institution of a suit by him against 
€ Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces. Lord Stanley, 
"HO presented that petition, has moved that the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
resolution On the subject’ should. be placed before the House. The writer 
ve to see what the Viceroy does. No great good will come out of this 
air; but natives are glad if only the misdoings of Indian officials dre 
fought to the notice of Parliament. 
The Sumodd Pirnachandrodaya, of the 16th June, complains of 
& peut elles ot Gennibaite. the want of a post office at Sonaberia, a place 
at Kal of some importance. There is a post-office 
altoa, a village situated at a distance of three miles from Sonaberia. 
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The post peon of Kalroa does not regularly visit Sonaberia twice a week 
A teacher of the loca] school is willing to take charge of a post office io 
a small salary. 


80. The Dainik, of the 16th June, referring to the Committee of 


| Inquiry now sitting in the Port Office. ; 
° ° . . 
_ peanity into the loss of the He- order to ascertuin the cause of the loss of the 


Retriever, says that a similar Committe 
should have been appointed to consider the cause of the loss of the §;. 
John Lawrence. 


81. The same paper is glad that Sir Steuart Bayley is doing justice 
The Lieutenant-Governor and the in the Jamalpore méla case. Babu Chandra 
Jamalpore méla aftsir in Mymen- Kumar Raya, the local Sub-Insvector of 
staghe Schools, who had been made the victim of 
Mr. Glazier’s wrath, has been reinstated in his office, and the Lieutenant. 
Governor has expressed himself dissatisfied with the conduct of Mr. Glazier. 
Babu Hari Charan Guha, who was dismissed from his office of Government 
Pleader by Mr. Glazier has applied to the Lieutenant-Governor for justice, 
and the Lieutenant-Governor, it is to be hoped, will see justice done to him 
and take this opportunity of teaching the oppressive hakims a good lesson. 


III.—LeEGIsLative. 


82. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 7th June, says that the laws in 
the country being framed more for adminis. 
trative convenience. than for the welfare 
of the people are often found to contain defects, which are hardly dreamt of 
at the time of their enactment. The Cess Act is full of defects of this 
nature. Notwithstanding the express provision cancelling all encumbrances 
inestates sold by auction for arrears of road cess, no sooner an estate 
is sold by auction than a lot of claimants start on their feet and contest the 
validity of the sale. As notices of sales are required to be served only 
on those persons whose names are registered under the Land Registration 
Act, it often happens that persons who have newly come into the possession 
of an estate by inheritance or purchase are not served with such notices, 
because their names are not found in the register. When the sales are 
completed, these men therefore try to get them cancelled. If the Cullector 
upholds a sale, they seek redress in the civil courts. All this means 
trouble and harassment to the auction-purchaser. Government should there- 
fore make some provisions for the protection of bond fide auction purchases. 
The section of the Cess Act which relates to auction sales should be amended. 
83. The Samaya, of the 10th June, makes the sae | gg 
Eheeot on the new Calcutta Municipal Bil. lt 3 
van Sere Tenge Ae laid down in section 171 of the Bill that, no 
body will be allowed to burn a dead body until he has produced a certi- 
ficate from a competent medical officer. By * Medical Officer’ is probably 
meant a passed student of the Medical College of Calcutta. But all men 
cannot engage the services of Assistant Surgeons, and many prefer kabiraj! 10 
allopathic treament. The word medical officer should therefore be made 
to cover all classes of medical practitioners. 


1V.—Native States. 


84. The Burdwan Sanjtoant, of the 7th June, is glad to learn from 
wide the Pioneer newspaper, that the Government 
of India was not the first to make the propo 

regarding the Gwalior loan. But admitting that Sir Ganput Rao 2 
offered to grant a loan, the Government had clearly the option of taking 


the loan or not. Government would have found thousands of men willing 
to accommodate it with a loan. | 
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hachar, of the 8th June, says that the condition Simi 
=" of Cashmere is not gue The President, we 
Mr. Plowden, has, by " ag i of —, 
Maharajah to a mere puppet. The new Prime Minister 1s no 
apogee of his office. The correspondent of the Statesman news- 
aper, an Englishman, would like to see Baboo N ilambar re-instated in his office 
 Oashimere. The Maharajah ought to re-appoint him. 

86. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrani, of the 13th June, says that WO bs 

ing to English Political Economy it is wrong _ Sanasnant, 
to hoard up wealth. But in political econo- “"*®™™ 
my as 1D political science the same principles does not hold good in all times, 
places, and circumstances. The principles of English political economy can 
not in all cases apply to India, Officials have, from time to time, done great 
mischief in the name of political economy. Hundreds of thousands of 
persons died in the Orissa famine, and political economy failed to save them. 
Government would not have had to undergo so much trouble and expense 
about the Behar famine, if Lord Northbrook had stopped the export of rice. 
In former times natives used to hoard up money and corn. They do not do 
so now. But are the people happier on account of the discontinuance of 
that ancient and economically vicious practice? Famine but occurred 
rarely in old times ; it now occurs every year. And the free-rade principle 
ig not able to prevent famine. English political economy does not, and 
cannot apply to all countries and all circumstances. 

Government has not done well in taking a loan from the Gwalior 

State. Government is now the guardian of the minor Maharajah, and it has 
therefore been all the more improper on its part to take the reserve money 
of its wardas aloan. It is true that the minor Maharajah will get interest. 
But will Government repay the money whenever the Maharajah requires it ? 
If it does not, as indeed, in all likelihood it will, he will have to go about 
begging for money. No one would have blamed Government if it had 
taken the money after the Maharajah had .attained majority. Government 
has never made a right use of minors’ money. Government somehow 
or other spends all the money which accumulates during the minority of the 
zemindars placed under its care. Government would not have made so much 
golmal about the Burdwan adoption, if the Burdwan estate had not been so 
rich, Government spends Indian money without any scruple. It could not 
have been much blamed if it had spent Indian money on good objects. But 
it spends it in wars, and in maintaining Englishmen. This causes deficits in 
ts treasury which blind it to all sense of justice and propriety, and lead 
i to borrow money even from its wards. Now that India is under a foreign 
Government, native princes, native zemimdars, and native Merchants should 
hoard up money. The English are draining away the wealth of the country 
in various ways. How will India be saved if a sudden disaster overtakes it. 
[f money be hoarded up, India will be able to procure food to eat when any 
unforeseen calamity befalls her. 

87. The Dainik, of the 14th June, says that the Resident is now 

Coihenin | all in all in Cashmir, and the Maharajah is a 


a puppet in his hands, Anglo-Indians are 
Aving a very merry time of it in Cashmir. They are getting appoint- 


ments there on large salaries. There is scarcity at Srinagar, because there 
‘SO import of grains there. This is the result of the increase of taxation 
rendered necessary by the abolition and reduction of customs for the sake of 
Pleasing the English Government. The Resident is having all his own 
RA Cashmir is on the highway toruin. Anglo-Indians found fault with 
aboo Nilambur’s administration of Cashmer, because the State possessed 
ie meanure of independence at that time. But the English Government 
: tr beware. The rulers of Cashmer have always been friends of the 

s'ish Government. Now that Dhuleep is in Russia and on friendly terms 
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with the Russian Government, the English Government should not displeage 
the Punjab by displeasing Cashmir. 
88. The same paper says that though Moyurbhunj is a tributary State 
The Mayurbhunj State. possessing independence in administrative 
matters, Sir Rivers Thompson, at the com. 
mand of his Secretaries placed its minor Maharajah under an English 
officer ; and Government has appointed the nominees of the Commissioner of 
Orissa in every department of the Mayurbhunj State. The minor Maharajah 
was removed from under the guardianship of his uncles in spite of the protests 
of the Ranis. Anappeal has been made to Parliament. But no good ig 
likely to result from it. Tne Secretary or Under-Secretary of State can 
make Parliament believe anything they choose. 


V.—PRosPECTs OF THE CROPS AND THE CONDITION OF THE Pxopte. 


89. A correspondent of the Paridarshak, of the 4th June, says that 

oe : the residents of the Maulavi Bazar Sub-divi- 
PR m4 aaa Bazar sub- gion are suffering from famine, for the last six 

months. The little property they had has been 
exchanged for rice, and they have now no means left to buy food. 
In Lusga Pathoria Pergunna people have pawned all the ornaments of 
their females and agricultural and other implements. Cattle are dying 
wholesale. If this state of things continues for any length of time, men 
will die like cattle. 

90. The Sahachar, of the 8th June, says that there can be vo doubt 
that the district of Tipperah, though not 
visited by famine, is suffering from scarcity of 
food. The faci that the cry of scarcity is heard in connection with the 
district of Tipperah alone, and not in connection with any other district, is 
sufficient proof that scarcity does prevail in that district, and that it would 
be wrong to question its existence. 

91. The Lindu Ranjikd, of the 8th June, says that excessive rainfall 
has caused floods at Manda and the neigh- 
bouring villages. The d0r0 paddy has been 
washed away and the bhadué crops have considerably been damaged. 

92. A-correspondent of the same paper writes from (bilsapara, 4 
village in Maldah, that incessant rain for eight 
or nine days has caused the Tangan river near 
Jattradanga to rise to a great height, and all the Jaébora plants have been 
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washed away. The cultivators have lost all the paddy that was growing in 


their fields. 

93. The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 9th June, requests Mr. Lyall 
who has been called to Tipperah by the news 
of the scarcity prevailing there, to make en- 
quiries personally before arriving at any conclusion regarding the condition 
of the people of that district. 

94, The Dinhatta correspondent of the Rungpore Dikprakash of the 
9th June, says that the late storm and rail 
have done a great deal of harm to the crops 
in the fields. The paddy crops have been greatly damaged and the 
autumnal crops can not grow on account of the accumulation of water In the 
fields. If the water soon dries up, a small harvest might be gathered, 
otherwise even the paddy plants will be destroyed. 

95. The Pratitdr, of the 10th June, says that Anglo-Indian news 
papers become angry if a case of scarcity 

of food is reported, and so when scarcity 


Scarcity in Tipperah. 


Crops at Dinhatta in Rungpore. 


Scarcity in Tipperah. 


appears, people shrink from calling it by its right name for fear of these 
Christian gentlemen. The Huglishman newspaper is trying hard to show 
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+ no scarcity in Tipperah, and Government seems satisfied about 
oe aun of its sasemmente: But the facts mentioned in this connection 
the Dacca Gazette ought to convince Government that Tipperah has 
been really visited by famine. Government should lose no time in instruct- 
ing the. District Magistrates to open relief works. 3 

96. The Bangabdst, of the 11th June, says that a large tract of 
eee country has been submerged in consequence of 

Floods at Bhograi in Balasore. the floods in the Subarnarekha and Bhandaria 
rivers, and that a large number of cattle have been destroyed. The 
accumulation of salt-water in the fields will be injurious to the next harvest. 
The local zemindar is helping the sufferers with rice. Mr. Tute, the 
Magistrate of Balasore, is requested to inspect the condition of the people 

locality in person. 

. at) The ‘Sedien correspondent of the same paper says that the 
Floods at Baniban inthe Uluberia late storm and rain have devastated Baniban, 
Sub-division, in the Howrah district.  Brindabanpore, Natibpore, Fuleswar and other 
villages in the Ulubaria sub-division of the Howrah district. In con- 
sequence of breaches in the embankments water has run in, and fields 
have been submerged. The condition of the people is most deplorable. 
Their crops have been destroyed. : 
98. The Sanjivant of the 11th June, hopes that Sir Steuart Bayley 


sii fila will personally enquire into the condition 
~ clei a of things in Tipperah. Government officials 
are always unwilling to declare the real truth about famine and scarcity. 


During the late famine and floods in the district of Burdwan, it was 
the Indian Association that first brought the real condition of the 
people to the notice of the Lieutenant-Governor. It is stated that this 
time, also, the officials of Government have reported to Government that 
there is no distress in Tipperah. Sir Stewart is said to be in the habit of 
doing things himself, and it is to be hoped that he will himself take care 
to ascertain the real condition of the people of Tipperah. 
99. The Daintk, of the 18th June, says that scarcity in Tipperah has 
leads Chaneeh, assumed a serious form and the mganitude of 


the distress felt there is greater than what 
the local authorities would let the Government believe. Only Rs. 50 have 
been sent to relieve 10,000 souls! Government ought to take prompt 
relief measures. | 


100. A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 13th June, complains 


Noel oll ead ta Oiliee, of the scarcity of water in Pubna owing to 


: 7 the drying up of the river Ichhamati. The 
village of Tantiband, being situated at a great distance from the Pudma, 


suffers most from the effects of scarcity of water. The villages of Handial 
and Zaras, situated on the bank of the Chalan Beel, are also suffering from 
the same cause. The Beel which used to supply the villages with drinking 
water as well as with means of communication with the surrounding country 


has dried up. By drinking impure water from the local tanks the villagers 
are suffering from fever, cholera and diseases of the spleen. So 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


101. If appears to the Bhdratbdsi, of the 4th June, that the Prince 

Sie Rover Laihbest of Wales is of opinion that Sir-Roper Leth- 
perial Institute 8° 84 the Im- ‘bridge possesses great influence over the 
ou people of India, and he has therefore appoint- 
R him Secretary to the Indian Section of the Imperial Institute. Sir 
Oper may have some influence among a few Bengal zemindars, but the 
People of India, in general, hate him with all their hearts, ie 
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102. A correspondent of the Hindu Ranjika, of the 
that the condition of the ro 
school and the post office at Saldangah 
village in dolpigoree, is very miserable 
This fact has been repeatedly brought to the notice of the public, Rai, 
water finds its way into the rooms through the roofs. The school js closed 
and the post office will also be soon closed in consequence. 
108. The Sahachar, of the 8th June, referring to the proposal to con- 
A Sanitarium for native gentlemen Struct a Sanitarium in Darjeeling for Benga) 
in Darjecling. Baboos, at the cost of the princely zemindy 
of Rungpore, says that it can have no objection to the execution of the 
scheme, seeing that it will involve no expenditure of public money. By 
the scheme must be condemend if it Jeads to the squandering of public 
money to the extent of a single courie. Again no one should be allowed 
to think that the construction of a Sanitarium for Bengalis in Darjeeling, 


Sth J une, Says 


The Saldangah School and Post oms used by the 


Office in Julpigoree. 


will be a pees: of the official practice of visiting that place every year 
Nor should the construction of the sanitarium be taken to mean that Bengalis 
have begun to like or love Darjeeling. The tastes and inclinations of a hand- 
ful of Babeos are not the tastes and inclinations of the whole Bengali 
people. 

104. The Rungpore Dikprakdsh, of the 9th June, approves of the 


proposal to establish an Asylum for Hindus 
at Darjeeling, and hopes that the rich and 


the poor will contribute in aid of its fund, 
so that a long-felt want may be removed. 


An Asylum for Hindus _ at 


Darjeeling. 


105. The Surabhi and Pataka, of the 9th June, doubts not that the 
Sayyed Mahomed, Judge of the appolntment of Sayyad Mahomed to the 
Allahabad High Court. 


; . Judgeship of the Allahabad High Court has 
given universal satisfaction. 


106. The same paper hopes that the threats and the comments of the 


in tutte Stee Mai Pioneer will fail to make the Amrita Bavar 
newspaper swerve from its path of duty. 

107. The Samaya, of the 10th June, approves of the proposal of the 

Relief Hund for sufferers by the loss Sheriff of Calcutta to create a fund for the 

coy aw eee Sere relief of the persons who have been suddenly 

rendered destitute in consequeuce of the loss of the Sir John Lawrence 


mee Deere and hopes that subscriptions will be forthcoming from the 
public. 


108. The Dhumkétu, of the 10th June, says that Government ought 


The Bordwan sdoptito. to come without delay to a decision in the 


_ Burdwan adoption case. The matter has 
already taken too much time. It is also desirable that the young and old 


Maharanis should amicably settle all points of difference between themselves. 
The matter is almost becoming scandalous. | 
109. The Pratikdr, of the 10th June, says that the conduct of the officers 
The steamer service between Cat- of the steamer plying between Oalcutta and 
maa Azimgunge, has greatly exasperated passengers 
and traders. It is hoped that Messrs. Hoare, Miller and Company will 
remove the grievances of the passengers. If they are unable to make 
better arrangements, they should retire from the business in favour of some 
other party or company. wat 


110. The Bangabdst, of the 11th June, says that the sad loss of the 


The loss of the Sir John Lewernce, Si” John Lawrence with so large a number of 
Hindu male and female pilgrims in i 

never be forgotten. The sorrow caused by this loss will ever remain fresh. 
Te sympathy expressed by the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor, and 
the Relief Fund opsaned by the Sheriff, will be no consolation whatever 
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men whose minds are sunk in grief. The Hindu community, however, is 
rateful to the Viceroy, the Lieutenant-Governor and the Sheriff, for the 
sympathy they have displayed with them in this their hour of deep affliction. 


111. The same paper says that the Tea Conference which sat at 
Calcutta has decided to give an impetus to 
the sale of tea in Bengal, Behar, the North- 
Western Provinces and Oudh and the Punjab, by selling tea in small 
packets of the value of nine pies, one anna, &c, After allowing commission 
to the dealers and paying all contingent charges, there will still be left a 
considerable margin of profit. Anglo-Indians have thoroughly studied the 
native character, especially the Bengali character, and so they are first 
tempting Bengalis to become habitual tea-drinkers. If five out of 25 
crores of the total population of India take to the habit of drinking tea, 
this new trick of trade will succeed remarkably. And when once the 
people of India have become addicted to the habit of drinking tea, it will 
not be difficult to raise the price of that commodity. And so it is expected 
that 10 crores worth of tea will sell every year in India alone. English 
tea-planters will then triumpb over China, Japan and Ceylon, and will 
defy Europe and America. They will then gloat over the money obtained 
at the sacrifice of the life-blood of Indians. O! to what a miserable plight 
will the people of India be then reduced! Tea will then form a powerful 
auxiliary to wine, ganja and opium—things which have already worked such 
serious mischief. The Indian has no food in his stomach and no cloth of 


hisown making upon his body. He has to depend on others for all 
things. 


The Tea Conference at Calcutta. 


112. The Dainik, of the 12th June, says that the very fact that the 
people of this country endeavour to make 
this complaint known to Government, is a 
proof that they have faith in the justice and 
cood intentions of that Government. When people lose faith in this 
Government, they cease to complain of its wrong doings. At the time of 
Akbar, Hindu preferred complaints to the Emperor, because they knew that 
their Emperor was a man who recognised the necessity of hearing 
the complaints of his subjects and redressing their wrongs. But in the 
reign of Aurangzeb people ceased to complain, because they knew that 
Aurangzeb was not disposed to listen to the complaints of his subjects or to 
redress their wrongs. And history says that the Moghul Empire was firm 
as a rock under Akbar, and that it began to totter under Aurangzeb. Let 
the British Government in India -try to walk in the footsteps of Akbar 
and avoid the fatal policy pursued by Aurangzeb. Anglo-Indians like 
Mr. Beames and Sir Lepel Griffen, who would like to see the Government 
follow the policy of Aurangzeb, are really its enemies, and the people of 
India, who by their criticism of the acts of Government mean to impose upon 
it the wise and enlightened policy of Akbar, are really its best friends and 


most loyal subjects. Lord Dufferin, excellent politician as be is, cannot be 
blind to these facts. 


Political agitation on the part of 
natives. 


113. The Dacca Prakdeh, of the 12th June, says that more harm than 
good is likely to be done by the mass meetings 
1 as they are at present constituted and managed. 
‘ene knows that these meetings may not one day be influenced by the spirit 
: rebillion, Hot-headed young men exasperated by repeated attempts to 
obtain their demands from Goyernment by flattery may lose head altogether, 
and Government may take advantage of some careless and indiscreet utter- 


i of theirs to close once for all all meetings of this kind and even all 
salherings of a religious character. 


Mass meetings in this country. 
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114. Acorrespondent, of the Som Pryor, 
._ Beboo Ramer Chandra Dutt, Magis- O° the 13th June, says that as editeas 2 


Pubna, Baboo Rames Chandra Dutta has h 

his ability and highmindedness won golden opinions of the local public, 
115. The Dainck, of the 13th J une, referring to the letter asking for 
iho taapestah Tnsiltate, subscriptions for the Imperial Institute in 


England which the Lieutenant-Governor, » 
the instance of the Government of India, has caused to be addressed to 4 


native gentleman who is a great title-hunter, says that this is a clear case 
of zulum on the part of the authorities. 
116. The same paper says that political agitation is the only means of 


nee curing the defects of British Rule in India 
seman wenn: Agitation on the part of the native pres 
representing as it does the whole native population, is agitation in the 


properest sense of the word. The Anglo-Indian Press, on the other hand, 
represents only the interests of a few Englishmen residing in this country, 
and its opinion is not therefore of a truly representative character. Whep- 
ever Government has lent a favourable hearing to the native press, it has 
acted wisely and risen in popular estimation, and it has done miachief in every 
case in which it has allowed itself to be guided by the advice of the Anglo- 
Indian Press. The Government of Sir Rivers Thompson was unpopular, 
simply because it allowed itself to be guided by Anglo-Indians, That the 
native press has done great service to Government by pointing out its errors 
is undenirable. So, notwithstanding the obstacles thrown in their way by 
Anglo-Indians, natives will go on agitatiog until all the defects of Gover- 
ment are cured. Whatever Anglo-Indians may now think, they will have 
to give way ultimately. Native agitation is already beginning to bear 

good fruit. 
117. The Navavibhdkar Sddhérani, of the 13th June, says that those 
aN who hold mass meetings commit a great 

yot s meetings. 


mistake by making ryots demand representa- 
tive Legislative Council. It would have been sufficient if the educated 


community alone had agitated the question of Representative Councils. 
If the educated community had shown strength of mind on this question, 
Government could not have rejected their demand for representative Legis- 
lative Councils. Government has always felt the necessity of removing 
the grievances of those who have shown strength of mind. It did so in the 
case of the owners of lakhiraj lands who made an impressive display of 
mental strength and earnestness by walking silently and in a body around, 
passing the Viceregal palace. With all the advantages of wealth and 
intellect and official influence on their side, the Indigo-planters bad to bend 
before the moral strength of the ryots. The other day Government mate 
haste to pass the Ghee Act because a few up-countrymen living in Calcutta 
exhibited great moral indignation on the subject. The educated community 
showed moral strength in connection with Act IX, and Government felt 
bound to repeal that Act. The educated community also showed ster 
earnestness in their protest against the abolition of high education, and 
Government had to give up its intention of laying the axe at the rool of 
that education. With these examples before them, the promoters of mass 
meetings should not have made the mistake of putting the cry for 
representative Legislative Councils in the mouths of men who know 
nothing about that matter. This ill-advised step will simply give ene 
enemies of India a ground for denouncing the agitation about 
representative Jegislative Councils as unreal. Thus the folly of a few ™° 
is going to blight the hopes and undo the work of wise men. Let o 
mistake be corrected, even now, and let the agitation of the question ® 
representative Legislative Councils be confined among educated me” 


( 687 ) 


e ryots’ meetings by all means. For ryots require to be 
oS ae . politica. Bat to fn difficult administrative questions before 
them when they have not learnt the very alphabet of politics, is not the 
right way of giving them political education. Let the ryots be taught, 
‘a the first instance, what Self-Government means. If the mass of people 


had possessed an idea of what Self-Government is, the election proceedings — 


under the Self-Government Act would not have had to be, as indeed they 
have been, conducted by the police. The political education of ryots will 
begin when they will understand the real meaning of Self-Government and 
recognise its importance. And when they will do that, they will have a 
strong opinion on the subject, and Government will not then dare to 
slight what they say. The agitation about representative Legislative 
Councils cannot be finished in a day. It may probably be necessary to 
agitate the question for many years. Let the educated community do 
that. In the meantime let ryots be taught how they should control the 
police, what taxes are unjust, what powers have been conferred upon the 
zemindar and the ryot, respectively, by the Tenancy Act, and so on. 

118. The Urdu Guide, of the 14th June, referring to the support 
given to natives by Anglo-Indian papers in 
their quarrel with the Governor of Bombay 
about a recent appointment, says that natives should beware of these Anglo- 
Indian friends and see that they do not awaken a feeling of distrust of 
natives in the mind of Government. 


Natives and Anglo-Indian papers. 


Uriya Papers. 


119. The Samvad Bahikd, of the 19th May, regrets to find that 
Increase of crime on the Grand. Garing thefts have considerably increased in 
Trank Road between Balasore and that portion of the Grank Trunk Koad, 
—— which lies between Balasore and Khantapara. 
It mentions some cases of highway robbery for the information of the 
authorities, and urges the necessity of establishing two outposts at Bangria 
and Shergurh, places situated at convenient distances between Balasore 
and Khantapara. 

120. The Utkal Dipikd, of the 21st May, as also its contemporary of 
The Uriya Translator to Govern. the Nava Samvdd, point out that the Uriya 
ment. Translator to Government is to blame for 
not translating the names of the text-books, forming the curriculum of 
studies in the middle English, middle Vernacular and upper primary 
schools in Orissa, and published by the President of the Orissa School 
Text-Book Committee in the Uriya Gazette of the 12th May 1887. 

121. In a long article, the same paper tries to explain that the 
» ihe Orissa Canals anda Railway in maintenance of the Orissa Canals by Govern- 
—_ ment is by no means lucrative. It therefore 
suggests that the amount spent every year on those canals should be 
applied to the construction of a Railway, which is sure to prove remunerative 
Within a few years. 

122. The Nava Samodd, of the 26th May, hears that the peons 
, Acceptance of illegal gratification Of the Postal Department in the Cuttack 
disteet st Peons in the Cuttack istrict, take something in the shape of 
ins illegal gratification from the Abadhans of the 
ofussil schools who receive their stipends through them. Mr. Henry, 


the O — ° - ° ° 
«4 reaps : Collector of Cuttack, is requested to institute an enquiry 


-OHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengali Translator. 


Bencanr TRANSLATOR’s OFFICE, 


The 18th June 1887. 
Fenzal Sect, Pross=J, H, B, and others =Reg,No, 43360 =5601-6-87. 
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